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Pensioners’ Parliament stands up for all ages

O

ver 550 delegates gathered
in Blackpool in
June for the annual Pensioners’ Parliament.
This represented a
steady increase on last
year’s attendance, and
around one third of delegates were attending
for the first time.
The event started with
the traditional march,
led by a jazz band before reaching the Winter
Gardens for the opening
rally.
Sessions included
speakers on pensions,
intergenerational fairness, social care, the
future of the NHS, tack-

ling loneliness, making
public transport more
accessible and funeral
poverty.
Many delegates also
took to the dance floor
for the social, and made

new friendships
throughout the week.
A survey of those attending showed that
78% said they would
definitely attend next
year and 84% said the

event was well organised and very interesting.
Ron Douglas, NPC
president said: “The
Pensioners’ Parliament
is beginning to grow
again, and now has a
positive future ahead.”
“It’s the only event
like it - and one that has
put forward a very clear
message of solidarity
between the generations.”
A detailed report of
this year’s Parliament is
available from the NPC
on request.
The 2019 event will
take place from 11-13
June 2019.

Over 75s’ free TV licence now under attack

T

he latest attack on the
universal benefits available to older people has
come from the Intergenerational
Foundation (IF).
The think tank has called for
the free TV licence for the over
75s to be means-tested and only
available to those on Pension
Credit.
The IF claims it is unfair that
younger people are funding older
viewers.
But like much in the phoney
generational war, the claims very
rarely tell the truth.
The latest audience figures

show that BBC viewing by the 16
-34 age group has dropped by
over 50% in the last eight years,
with many no longer using their
TV at all to access programmes.
As such, they are not required
to even have a TV licence - so it’s
difficult for them to subsidise
others if they don’t pay themselves.
More worrying is that the NPC
warned of a backlash when the
government originally transferred responsibility for the free
TV licences from the Department
of Work and Pensions to the
BBC.

At the time, the Convention
said it was part of the Treasury’s
wider programme of cuts, but
the blame would end up being
targeted at the BBC.
In order to save money, the
broadcaster would then inevitably have to look at ways of cutting the benefit said to cost
£200m a year.
Jan Shortt, NPC general secretary said: “The alarming increase
in loneliness among older people will not be tackled by meanstesting the free TV licence - and
neither will it save that much
money.”
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Solving the care crisis? Charged
As the crisis in social care
gathers more publicity, it is
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individuals should pay a certain amount of their care
costs and when they reach
an agreed limit, then the
state steps in.
The arguments put forward
are therefore about how to
get more money into the social care system to keep it
going at its present level,
rather than to actually improve it, widen access or
raise standards.
And all of these options still
leave the main responsibility
for care funding with the individual rather than society as
a whole.
The NPC’s position is that
social care should be free at
the point of delivery, publicly
run and funded through
some form of general taxation, such as income tax or
National Insurance.
The Green Paper on social
care funding s now expected
towards the end of the year.
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